


THE FUTURE IS HERS 


“...To rebel with reason against ignorance, bigotry and the 

rule of gold and brass” (see Seeman, p. 6). Not to the aging 

“crusaders” who would turn the schools into halls of bigotry 

belongs the future, but to this child of the new China, to the 
children of America and of the whole world. 
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Cost of World War Il 


EVENTY-FIVE million lives (26,000,000 murdered in con- 
centration camps). ‘ 


Homes of 150,000,000 people. 


Money enough to provide every family in the U.S., 
Britain, Canada, Australia, Ireland, France, Germany, 
Russia and Belgium with: 


@ A $30,000 home 
@ $10,000 worth of furniture 
@ $40,000 in cash 


plus $150,000,000 worth of schools, hospitals and libraries for 
every city of over 200,000 population in each of those 


countries.* 
Five Years After 


The U.S. is spending more on war preparations in one 
week than on education for a whole year. 


.Britain is spending more for military purposes than 
for health, housing and education put together. 


* Figures from Intntl. Review of Diplomatic & Political Science, 
Geneva. 
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THE SHAME OF THE SCHOOLS 





Ouster of 8 N.Y. teachers 
bares cesspool of bigotry 


By Lawrence Emery 


ITH the suspension without 
i pay last week of eight 
members of Teachers Union 
Local 555 in New York, a foul 
growth in the city school sys- 
tem has festered into the open. 
It was named in March by 
Cyril Graze, chairman of the 
Teachers Union Academic Free- 
dom Committee, when he said: 
“There is a cesspool of bigotry 
at the Board of Education.” 

The eight suspended teachers 
are all active members of the 
Teachers Union: one is presi- 
dent of the local, another is its 
secretary. All have long and 
perfect classroom records; their 
tenures range from 10 to 28 
years and all of them have the 
highest academic standing. 
They have one thing in com- 
mon: all eight are Jews. 

The truth is that control of 
New York City education is be- 
ing captured by bigots, racists, 
anti-Semites, Negro - baiters 
and union-haters. The only 
result must be chaos in the 
school system. 


INJUSTICE PILES UP: Two 
weeks ago headlines from coast 
to coast told of the boisterous 
demonstration by tens of thou- 
sands of high school students 
who for four days straight 
stormed New York’s City Hall 
with demands for a pay in- 
crease for their teachers. The 
pay increase was the prodding 
issue. New York teachers are 
woefully underpaid; in 20 years 
they have received but two 
small boosts, both won only be- 
cause teachers put up a united 
battle for them. Present take- 
home pay of a teacher with a 
master’s degree and 15 years’ 
experience is about $66 a week. 

Behind the wage question 
are other grievances. Class- 
rooms are impossibly over- 
crowded. Schools are under- 
staffed and suffer a chronic 
shortage of teachers. Teachers 
are overworked, currently are 
subjected to an exhausting 
speed-up. Most New York 
schools are dismal relics of the 
past; many are firetraps. 

These have long been sources 
of smoldering discontent to 
teachers and students alike. 
The discontent flamed into ac- 
tion when Mayor William 
O’Dwyer betrayed an election 
pledge to boost teachers’ sala- 
ries and then gave himself a 
$15,000-a-year pay raise. At 
the same time Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. William Cansen 
got an increase to $32,500. 


POGROM IS THE WORD: 
Teachers took modified “strike” 
action by refusing to perform 
extra - curricular. volunta-y 
services; students sided with 


them and the _ uproarious 
demonstrations followed. The 
school administration respond- 
ed with the pogrom against 
the eight. 

Actually the pogrom was 
months in the making. During 
those months Dr. Jansen ac- 
cumulated “evidence” from 
reactionary sources of “alleged 
association with the Commu- 
nist Party” by the eight union- 
ists. While he was doing that, 
Board of Education member 
George Timone, an O’Dwyer 
appointee and formerly asso- 
ciated with the anti-Semitic 
Christian Front in his staunch 
support’ of Spain’s dictator 
Franco, offered a resolution to 
withdraw recognition from the 
Teachers Union. 

In these moves Jansen and 
Timone had the active support 
of such groups and figures as 
the American Legion; Catholic 
War Veterans and other Cath- 
olic organizations; Alfred Kohl- 
berg, national chairman of the 
American Jewish League 
Against Communism—the man 
named as head of the Nation- 
alist China lobby who fed Sen- 
ator McCarthy with material 
for his current attacks on the 
State Department; and Theo- 
dore C. Kirkpatrick, a co-editor 
of the magazine Counter-At- 
tack and representative of a 
“City-Wide Committee Against 
Communism,” 


DEVELOPING CANCER: The 
pattern is a familiar one: use 
of a red witch-hunt to destroy 
a militant union—both moves 
rooted in violent racial bigotry. 

The racial basis of the Board 
of Education has been thor- 
oughly documented by the 
Teachers: Union. In an ex- 
change of letters between the 
Union’s Academic Freedom 


ABRAHAM LEDERMAN 
Local 555 Head: Suspended 


Committee and Dr. Jansen, the 
union assembled material relat- 
ing to nine separate instances 
of bigotry. The list led off with 
the classic case of teacher May 
Quinn, under attack since 1942 
for using her classroom as a 
forum for anti-Jewish and 
anti-Negro propaganda and 
eventually exonerated by the 
Board of Education after a 
three-year fight to bring her 
to trial. 

The list included a speech of 
an assistant superintendent of 
schools, who suggested a quota 


system by calling for more 
Catholic teachers to “restore 
the balance” of faiths in the 
school system. It included the 
free circulation of the Educa- 
tional Signpost, organ of the 
American Education Associa- 
tion, which is openly anti- 
Semitic. It included the case 
of teacher Gladys Lauben- 
heimer who, without rebuke, 
daily made anti-Semitic re- 
marks in her classroom and ad- 
vocated jail for foreign-born 
citizens. 

WILL THE PEOPLE ACT? The 
eight suspended teachers were 
charged with “insubordina- 
tion and conduct unbecoming 


.a. teacher” because they de- 


clined to participate in Dr. Jan- 
sen’s probing of their private 
political beliefs without coun- 
sel, which he denied them. 
They will be tried under Board 
of. Education proceedings. 

But Dr. Jansen’ considers 
them guilty in advance. On 
Friday he said: “Until we have 
definite information that 
teachers are or have been 
Communists, we don’t question 
them.” He announced that an 
undetermined number of other 
teachers will be questioned. 

To the Teachers Union this 
was not only intimidation of 
all teachers active in the pay 
fight, but was a vicious threat 
to the erftire school system. 
Said the union: “We are con- 
fident that the people of New 
York will not long tolerate the 
steady deterioration of our 
public schools taking place be- 
hind the smokescreen of this 
‘anti-Communist’ witch-hunt. 
... The suspensions must be 
lifted and the teachers -rein- 
stated, otherwise no teacher is 
safe from the new inquisition, 
and education itself is threat- 
ened with extinction.” 


- 
First the teachers—now thé 
doctors. (See p. 4). 
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The most mature 
MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIF. 

The Shirley -Steinman letter in 
the GUARDIAN (April 19) regard- 
ing the difference of opinions be- 
tween Mr. Wallace and Mr. Stone 
on the subjects of socialism and 
capitalism brings to mind & personal 
observation that took place several 
years ago, A small group of liberals 
were seated discussing their favorite 
subject, economics. One, probably 


The Cover 

Our photo on p. 1 of a 
youngster in the Los Angeles 
Nursery, Peking, China, is 
by courtesy of China Wel- 
fare Appeal, Inc., 439 4th 
Av., N.Y. 16, N.Y., which is 
sending this month a 
Friendship Cargo of medical 





the youngest, full of idealism, re- 
matted: “The capitalist system 
would work as well as any other 
if each would deal with his fellow 
man honestly and fairly.” Up spoke 
one who probably was the oldest 
and most mature in judgment, to 
be specific, the late Walter Thomas 
“Mills, and said: “But that wouldn’t 
be. capitalism.” G. E. Boyd 


Enough of them 

EST MINERAL, KAN. 
“i had expected to send the GUAR- 
DIAN a contribution such as I could 
afford, but I was waiting to see 
what the Progressive Party's attitude 
on the economic question would be. 

Well, according to Henry Wallace 
(and he seems to be the leader) 
it is just another capitalist party. 
Mr, Wallace talks. about progressive 
capitalism as if there were such @ 
thing; capitalist parties are all re- 
actionary, regardless of the name. 
I am an old-time socialist and I 
know as much about that as Henry 
Wallace does. We a capi- 

in the now. 

es R. J. Piper 


Will the PP learn? 


SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 

The small number of votes for 
the PP in 1948 were conclusive 
evidence that the party's platform 
—with its interminable list of de- 
mands and promises and bitter 
excoriation of the old parties—did 
not meet the political or economic 
needs of the people. A history of 
political campaigns in America re- 
veals that party platforms have 
been of little value in determining 
election results, for the voters have 
(usually been motivated by a single 
definite constructive proposal that 
was closely related to their way of 
living. 

FDR's declaration that unemploy- 
ed workers must be fed, ousted the 
NAM from political control of the 
government and installed the work- 
ers as the governing power in the 
New Deal; and when the govern- 
ment took possession of and oper- 
ated railroads and other business 
concerns, the feasibility and practi- 
Cability of socialism was uninten- 
tionally but clearly demonstrated. 

Will the PP learn the lesson of 
h . abandon its spréad-eagie 
Platform and concentrate. its en- 
ergies on a dominant issue, an 
issue that will write the history 
of the future? 


‘ that task? 


supplies to aid thousands of 
children of the new China. 
They need funds. 











The 60,000,000 .workers who 
create the nation’s wealth are 
becoming tired of being used 


as catspaws for pulling the 
profit chestnuts out of the cold 
and hot war fires for the benefit 
ot the 65 families who own or con- 
trol the wealth of the nation, Con- 
ditions are rotten ripe for the ad- 
vent of a new party with a vision 
of a new economic system devoid of 
boorms and busts, and the genius 
and power to make that vision a 
reality. Can the PP quality for 
Frank Sampson 


Now the Worthies want to go to 
war to perpetuate a system thats 
80 lousy it’s destroying itself. There 
is but one alternative the world 
over: Operate as the universe does! 
Cooperatively! Were the celestial 


bodies to act as human beings do,, 


how long would the universe 
operate? Emil Kopac 


A miner’s bit 
MANNINGTON, W. VA. 

In answer to your recent letter 
on “Bootstraps,” I am a miner and 
work part time and try to farm 
On my days off, so I don’t see how 
I could do much. I am enclosing 
$10 now and will try to send you 
$10 a month if possible. 

Everett Snodgrass, 


The social sin 
CYPRESS, CALIF. 

I cannot afford a subscription at 
the present time, having been un- 
employed ever since I made a 
speech on socialized medicine. IL 
thought that we had freedom of 
speech and that it was American 
to have clean healthy bodies. 

My sin is that I dared to read 
the forbidden books of Messrs. 
-Marx, Engels, Lenin, yes, even those 
written by that great bad man, 
Mr. Stalin, of whom the Pope is 
so very much afraid. 

The Pope need not. fear dialectic 
materialism if he would recruit the 
help: of all the living and dead 
age Og my 2 him ‘cover and bury 

1e old, story of pie in-the 
when we die. , ead 


May the living saints preserve 
us, and may they be mindful of 
me the next time our famous police 
give me that gentle touch I know 
so well, (Pst, I still like Russian 
bread with Swiss cheese.) 

Elizabeth M. Holmes 


Blessings on grandma 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, 

Enclosed is $5 to help you over 
the hump. It is from my mother 
who is almost @2 and hopes to live 
long enough to see the brotherhood 
of man on earth come true. She 
thinks you are doing a lot to help 
it along, so she has saved $5 from 
her measly pension to help you. 





. P.Q 


a recent Christian 
it issue: “Belgian 
Congo Due to Double Uranium Ex- 

to US. in '50...60% of 
world’s uranium output, apart 
from that produced in Soviet 
Union, etc., is mined in the Shink- 
lobwe mine near Elizabethville, cap- 
ital of Belgian Congo...almost en- 
tire output is shipped to U.S. Three 
thousand white employes and 
25,000 natives live in- the Congo’s 
atomic city. The natives are em- 
ployed under a 7-year contract, re- 
ceive $25 a month, but are not al- 
lowed to leave the restricted area 
until their contract. ends. 

“Representatives of an American 
financial group, headed by Win- 
throp Aldrich, chairman of the 
Board of the Chase National Bank 
of New York, are reported to have 
met with Belgian authorities and 
discussed the promotion of Ameri- 
can investments in the Belgian 
Congo.” 

And did Mr. Aldrich tell the 
Belgian authorities that America 
had abolished slavery and would 
not purchase materials produced 
under slave conditions? 

Louis Lasalle 


For federal workers 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Federal workers are in desperate 
need of an increase in their stand- 
ard of living. At the present time 
most federal employees are earning 
less than $3,000 a year and we are 
unable to support our families de- 
cently. According to last year’s 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, a family 
of four requires at least $3,900 a 
year to live on. Last year, federal 
workers asked for an increase of 
$1,000 but when the bill finally was 
passed we received a mere pittance 
of $120. 

This year we are campaigning for 
a $900 increase and will try to 
influence our congressmen to intro- 
duce a bill in Congress. One way 
you can help us is to bring this 
to your readers’ attention so that 
they can support us by writing let- 
ters to their congressmen urging 
them‘ to vote for a wage increase 
of $900 for federal employees, 

Gertrude Kaye 
United Public Workers 
Bronx Veterans Hospital Branch 


Last chance 


TAMPICO, MEX. : 

Seems to me Wallace and Mar- 
cantonio could do no more im- 
portant work just now than taking 
the lecture platforms and in each 
meeting engender enthusiasm. and 
boost circulation of the GUARDIAN. 

Cc. V. Warner 


MONTREAL 
. I quote fro 








EVERY man and woman in 

America who was ever 
guilty at any time in his life 
of following the precepts of 
Jefferson, Lincoln and FDR 
is now a possible target for 
the grand witch-kunt. You 
should keep calm and go 
about your business, equipped 
with at least this basic knowl- 
fase of your rights under the 

Ww: 


NATIVE CITIZENS: If an 
FBI agent calls on you, you 
are under no obligation what- 
ever to answer his questions, 
no matter if they are about 
yourself or someone else. Any 
inference that you will be 
prejudicing yourself by re- 
fwsal to answer should be dis- 
counted. Tell the man pleas- 





If the FBI calls on you 


antly but firmly that you pre- 
fer not to discuss the matter; 
get in touch with a lawyer or 
progressive organization for 
further advice. 


NATURALIZED CITIZENS: 
You need not answer any re- 
quest from the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service to 
appear in person; your citi- 
zenship deprives the Service 
of the right to question you. 
Answer any letter from the 
Service with information as 
to the time and place of 
your naturalization, stating 
you will not appear for ques- 
tioning. If you do appear, it is 
your right to refuse to an- 
Swer questions; the best way 
to continue having rights is to 
exercise them. 


' at least without proper advice 


NON-CITIZENS: You should 
appear in answer to a call 
from the Immigration Service 
since otherwise you might be 
subject to arrest; but take a 
lawyer® with you. You also 
have the right not to answer 
questions. If arrested in de- 
portation proceedings, refuse 
to answer questions uitil you 
have had the opportunity to 
en a lawyer or organiza- 
on, 


TO ALL: “Preliminary in- 
vestigations” are fishing ex- 
Ppeditions for information that 
may be used against you. 
What you do or don’t say in 
such an investigation won’t 
stop proceedings being 
brought if any basis exists, 
and by answering questions— 


—you are more likely to land 
yourself in greater difficulty. 








GUARDIAN ON THE ROAD 


We'll be in Chicago 
tonight and tomorrow 


S far and wide as time and resources permit, the men and 
women who produce the GUARDIAN are trying to meet and 
confer with the people who read it. 

This week_a couple of us are visiting Chicago. 

We'd like to make it a door-to-door occasion but the doors 
outnumber us 10,000-1, : 

So we've hired a couple of halls—for tonight (Wed.) the llth 
Street Theater and for Thursday night the Rogers Park Masonie 
Tem 

ce thing we want to do is to pay our respects to Chicagoans 
for far and away the best job of GUARDIAN-building anywhere 
in the U.S.A. New subscriptions and renewals are rolling in 
from every end of the city and even from the fancier suburbs. 
Advertisers are finding new friends through the GUARDIAN's 
columns, And alert Chicago news-gatherers are sending GUAR- 
DIAN news which is regularly suppressed by both the Chicage 
press and the national news services. : 

While we are visiting we want to discuss also how the 
GUARDIAN can better serve its Chicago readers—in community 
affairs as well as in the field of facts to fight with in our quest 
for ce and progress. 

‘ae we sincerely hope you'll do your best to turn up at one of 
our Chicago meetings—tonight or Thursday night—and give us 
the chance to meet you personally, tell you how things are going 





and hear your ideas about the job of building and securing a 


national people’s paper. 


Eeuilll 


I 


INTACT 


WED., MAY 10 
SOUTHSIDERS and 
WESTSIDERS 
llth St. Theatre 
72 E. 11th St., 8:30 p.m. 
Adm, $1.20 (incl. tax) 


i 





A little sweetening 
WEST YORK, ILL. 

I-would suggest that you devote 
more space to the economics of capi- 
talism. Also I cannot understand 
your failure to denounce the money 
system as it surely is the most 
vulnerable point on which to at- 
tack the whole capitalist system. 
Perhaps your “sugar daddy” is a 
banker? Oo. B. Bagshaw 

GUAKDIAN’s “sugar daddy” is the 
army of “bootstrap” people who are 
out getting us subs and sending in 
a few hard-earned dollars to help 
us fight the good fight, Pass the 
sugar, daddy, Ed. 


Salt of the earth 


NEW YORK, N.Y. 

I have sold one of my possessions 
for $25 so that I might make this 
contribution to an eminently decent 
and enlightening paper. Please send 
the GUARDIAN to the people listed. 

Paula Klinghoffer 


Up to the women 
CENTER SANDWICH, N. H. 

Twenty-five years ago today my 
Only son was born. When he was 
but 8 he wrote a “book” entitled 
“Who Wants War?” That son 
spent three years in the U.S. Army. 
For the past 18 years I have been 
more or less actively engaged in 
the fight for peace while bringing 
up our three children and strug- 
gling with poverty. - 

During the depression years, 
starting with one little ad in a 
national weekly, I managed to get 
groups of women working in 22 
states of the union organizing and 
working for peace — on a shoe- 
string, which is what God gives 
most radicals to work with. When 
war came, all ran for cover. 

I still believe if we can but 
awaken the women of America the 
field is won. There are more than 
25,000,000 over 40 years of age in 
America, women whose families are 
grown, whose family burdens are 
lightened, women who could work 
ardently for peace—if we could but 
reach and awaken them. 

Lotte Helstrand 


The real purpose 
DETROIT, MICH. 

One thing I believe is being 
overlooked in the McCarthy show 
is the subtle attempt to brand all 
intelligent people as ‘subversive.’ 
They are not going to find, nor did 
they expect to find any Commu- 
nist in the State Dept., but it 
makes a fine sounding board to 
echo that all critics of the wy 
tial ‘Nazis’ are un-American, -B. 


A TVUUUSHUU LETRA ATTA TU 


Chicago Readers Mass Meetings 


Prominent speakers including: 

CHARLES P. HOWARD, Progressive Party natl. leader 
JENNING PERRY, 20ted columnist : 

JOHN T. McMANUS, Genl. Mgr. of National Guardian 


Rogers Park Masonic Temple 
1716 W. Lunt Av., 8:30 p.m. 
Adm, $1.20 (incl. tax) 
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Our kind of a gal 


SOUTH BEND, IND. 

I am a high school student.and 
find reading progressive literature 
rather difficult at times. 

Very few of your articles are dif- 
ficult reading, at least in my opin- 
ion—and what kind of a progressive 
would I be if I didn’t have an 
opinion? Olga Miovae 

Nuts! 


AUBURN, N. Y. 

I am nearly 70, and have just 
been forced on old age pension— 
not Social Security—$60 a month 
for wife and me. I worked years ago 
60 hours for $8 a week. If you 
went on strike you were broke in 
@ week—and scabs were protected 
by militia. I was in the west at 
time of Colorado Coal and Iron 
strike, when they shot down women 
and children. Free enterprise, nuts 
—they were free to exploit the 
hard labor of unorganized men and 
free to make big profits and tell 
everyone to go to hell, 

This G.M. (General Motors) 
Henry Taylor, and Fulton Lewis Jr. 
and Pegler give me a pain. I would 
even at my age like to catch them 
alone up a dark alley, Free press, 
nuts— you are a voice crying in 
the wilderness. These big money 
people know no country or loyalty 
—a buck is a buck. Disgusted 


Fish nor flesh 
TUCSON, ARIZ. 

Gee, these meatless days are ter- 
rible. Under the Republicrats [I 
can’t afford fish either, out here 
in Arizona; at inflationary prices! 
Adults and children are actually 
starving in “farm camps” located in 
Arizona and California. The GUAR- 
DIAN is one of the most beneficial 
creations under the sun. 

Observant Voter 


Other faces 
FARGO, N.D. 

I applaud your new policy of 
printing more pictures of progres- 
sives, Keep it up. Some of us like 
to see what those on tHe right side 
look like. Why not give ages, too? 
(eg., Paul Robeson, 52). Bits of 
biographical information like that 
are always welcome. R. H. Ramsay 


And the men? 
FONTANA, CALIF. 

Please have some doctors write 
on mental hygiene. So many liberal 
women here in Callifornia are such 
nervous wrecks, petrified by the red 
scare, persecution by the FBI and 
the “bust.” If they continue this 
way their minds may be affected. 

G. W. 
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Red Cross warns U 


.S. on atomic war; 


"Peace" is May Day slogan world over 


MAN the H-Bomb” is the cry of the 
plain people over the world. 

Last week it was spoken in Geneva 
as a solemn last warning by the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red Cross. 
The committee pleaded for an interna- 
tional conference to effect “the pro- 
hibition of all atomic weapons.” The 
atom bomb, it said, made the Red Cross 


> wk Tom 2) 


mission impossible: legal texts cannot 
protect non-combatants in an atomic 
war, nor would ambulances have access 
to them. 

There was no doubt in Europe as to 
the target of the warning. From 
Geneva, Michael Hoffman wrote in the 
N. Y. Times: 

This intervention by the Red Cross... 
fs expected to have a profound effect 
throughout Europe. It expresses from @ 
source unimpeachably non-Communist, @ 
seurce whose status actually defines the 
word ‘neutral,’ the concern and dread felt 
fim Europe at the present U.S. policy of 
being prepared for atomic war. That such 
preparations are motivated by fear of at- 
tack or distrust of Russian intentions 
simply fails to impress most Europeans of 
whatever political hue. 

It is the U.S. that dropped the first 
atomic bombs and it is the U.S. that is 
publicly affirming its intention to keep on 
accumulating them—and that’s all that 
most Europeans know for sure. They are 
very unsure, about what the U.S. intends 
to do with its bombs and where it might 
drop them. 


MISSION TO MOSCOW: The Red 
Cross warning made a fitting backdrop 
for UN Secretary-General Trygve Lie’s 
peace mission. From western Europe he 
was to take off May 10 for Moscow, 
where he hoped to see Stalin. He had 
talked with Truman, Bidault, Attlee. He 
was.cautiously optimistic, grimly deter- 
mined. The cold war must near its end 
this year, he said. “The situation is the 
most critical since 1945,” 





Peace on parade 

EACE, in all languages, was spelled 

out on May Day banners last week. 
Government officials in the west 
thought the word held a threat, tied 
a red tag to it and primed the cold 
war pump. Here’s how May Day looked 
in the key spots: 


BERLIN: For the first time in weeks 
the sun shone brightly. Bands blared 
in the Lustgarten where east-zone Ger- 
mans celebrated. There were marching 
athletes, workers, people’s police. West- 
ern sources reckoned the crowd at 
250,000; eastern at 800,000. 

Speakers and marchers said to the 
Germans, Unite; to the Americans, Go 
home; to the Russians, Thanks; to the 
world, The Soviet Union and the Peo- 
ple’s Democracies stand for peace, the 
U.S. for war. 

It was sunny too in West Berlin be- 
tween the ruined Reichstag building 
and the Kroll Opera House. The flags 
of western nations waved from the 
ruins. Western estimates said 500,000 
gathered. Among the speakers were 
Berlin’s Mayor Ernst Reuter and the 
AFL’s Irving Brown. Their message to 
the Germans was, Join an Atlantic: 
Alliance backed by the U.S.; to the 
Russians, Go home; to the Americans, 
Thanks. 


DRUM FIRE: May Day past, the dip- 
lomats and press of the west resumed 
their drum: beating for Whitsun on 
May 28. Last winter the youth of the 
east zone announced a Whitsun peace 
rally. U.S. officials promptly spoke of 
reinforced garrisons; Mayor Reuter 
called for tanks to stem the “invasion.” 
Repeated disclaimers that the paraders 
would enter West Berlin brought no 
end fo the carefully-propagated jitters. 
Apparently the ground was being laid 
for a great U.S. “victory” when the 
boys and girls fail to capture the city. 

The beating of drums, it was hoped, 
would prove diverting: in West Berlin 
one out of every four workers is jobless. 








The 300,000 unemployed—nearly three 
times as many as during last year’s 
winter blockade—are victims of the 
U.S.’s cold war. ; 

In pre-war days Berlin sold in East- 
ern Germany more than half the out- 
put of its machine tool, electrical, 


textile, and optical instruments indus- . 


tries. Today that market is lost because 
of the cold war. At the same time, 
western authorities have been quietly 
moving the city’s machine tool and 


electrical industries ‘to the western 
zones. 
Before the war Berlin’s electrical 


industry accounted for 40% of Ger- 
many’s total electrical equipment out- 
put. Today it represents barely 7%. 
Electrical production in West Germany 


jumped 33% from 1948 to 1949 partly - 


as a result of the shift from Berlin. 


LEST WE FORGET: May brought an- 
other anniversary. Five years ago May 8 
was VE Day. This year the U.S. dis- 
closed. a plan to occupy Germany for 
five years more, called for the expendi- 
ture in Germany next year of $60,000,- 
000 (believed to be for the development 
of war bases). The plans seemed de- 
signed to permit full integration of 
West Germany into the Atlantic Pact. 


o) 
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Peace meets violence 


CAPETOWN, SOUTH AFRICA: All pa- 
rades and demonstrations on May Day 
had been banned in the Witwatersrand, 
South Africa’s rich gold-mining dis- 
trict. Ruthlessly jimcrowed, beaten into 
forced labor, denied any democratic 
rights, South Africans had spoken of 
May Day as Freedom Day. They gath- 
ered in the streets at nightfall. Street 
lights were smashed. Fighting ensued 
in the dark. At least 12 workers were 
killed, many others wounded. 


TOKYO: It was Japan’s May Day; 
500,000 gathered in the Imperial Palace 
Plaza to denounce the U.S. and the 
Yoshida government as a U.S. puppet. 
Gen. MacArthur “advised” the govern- 
ment to outlaw the Communist Party. 
A government spokesman said it would 
not comply “immediately”: further 
bowing to U. S. “advice” is complicated 
by Japan’s desperate need for trade 
with.Communist China, ~ 


CANADA: In Montreal, police raided 
Peace Movement headquarters, ar- 
rrested people distributing. its leaflets, 
followed home and questioned some 
men who had signed peace petitions 
in a restaurant. Canada is another 
eountry where the “Outlaw Commun- 
ism” phase of the attack on the peace 
movement is under official discussion 
(others: Australia, South Africa, West- 
ern Germany, Malaya). 


PARIS: In the working class districts, 
thousands turned out. They called for 
peace and a living wage. Leading a 
contingent. of the Partisans of Peace 


, was Frédéric Joliot-Curie, recently dis- 


missed, after U.S. pressure, as head of 
France’s Atomic Energy Commission. 
De Gaullists gathered in the more 
fashionable Bois de Boulogne, 
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SPY HUNTER McCARTHY UNMASKS SOVIET AG 


Weltwoche, Zurich 
ENTS 


From left to right: Little Father Truman, Peoples’ Commissar Jessup, Comrade 
Acheson and Red Army soldier Lattimore. ' 


ROME; In the Piazza del Populo there 
were 200,000, in all Italy 10,000,000 who 
celebrated May Day. They demanded 
jobs, land, bread, peace. In Celaho, just 
east of Rome, unemployed had gathered 
to wait their turn for job assignments. 
Police broke up a meeting there. Two 
workers were killed. 


MOSCOW: The socialist world cen- 
tered its celebration in Red Square. 
Soviet jet planes flew overhead. Soviet 
workers, soldiers, children marched. 
Tractors were wheeled along, newly 
mamed and flower-decked. Statistics 
were paraded like bathing beauties. 
Pravda’s editorial summed up: 

Again the heralds of capitalism are 
glorifying destruction and death, glorify- 
ing weapons of mass destruction of people, 
glorifying Maidanek and Oswiecim [Ger- 
man extermination camps]. But war, if it 
is started by them, will bring the liquida- 
tion Of the whole system of world capi- 
talism. 

NEW YORK: For five hours men and 
women marched through New York’s 
streets to Union Square. The May Day 
theme was peace and civil rights. Press 
headlines featured a scattering of eggs 
hurled from one spot along the route, 
neglected the fact that thousands of 
people had defied the witch-hunting 
climate of the country to march. Un- 
reported was the life-size dummy in 
the contingent of newspaper workers. 
The dummy, at a typewriter, bore on 
his back a placard reading: “If I tell 
the truth, I'll get fired.” 


MORE FOR PEACE: These were some 
other U. S. voices raised for peace: 

@ Dartmouth college students held 
a conference with students from 13 
other schools to plan action for peace. 
Students represented Quakers, national 
student organizations, Young Progres- 
sives. 

@ In Detroit’s Central Methodist 
Church, a conference on the Church 
and War was to open May 8. Dr. Clar- 
ence Pickett, former Quaker head, was 
to speak. 

@ The Committee for Peaceful Al- 
ternatives was making final prepara- 
tions for the Mid-Century Conference 
for Peace in Chicago May 28. 


Acheson: headaches 

As the world-wide movement for 
peace gathered momentum, Secy. of 
State Acheson flew to Europe to patch 
the leaking seams of “the western part- 
nership.” On the eve of his departure 
the U. 8. dispatched a stiff note to 
Moscow on the Baltic plane incident. 
Simultaneously, the Senate passed the 
Marshall Plan authorization, slashing 
it by $250,000,00, to bring it down to 
$2,850,000,000. 

Acheson had some explaining to do 
before the Big Three meetings in Lon- 
don. In France, where the government 
wants U. S. help in crushing the Indo- 
Chinese independence movement, he 
found “several ministers,” according to 
the N. Y. Times, “very angry because 
the U. S., as they put it, appeared to 
desire to replace France in Indo- 
China.” In Britain, officials were an- 
gered by a “Washington-inspired” cam- 


paign to the effect that “there was no . 


hope of an improvement [in European 
‘integration’] until this government 
had given way to one less concerned 
with Socialist doctrine.” 


PRIMARIES 
Pepperless program 
loses in Florida 


§ ABOR lost its best friend in the 

Senate when Claude Pepper was 
overwhelmingly defeated in the Florida 
Democratic primary by the red-smear, 
race-baiting campaign of Rep. George 
Smathers. Smathers did not so much 
take away Pepper’s vote as bring out 
an enormous additional vote which 
drastically reduced Pepper’s traditional 
majorities in Dade County (Miami) and 
Hillsboro (Tampa). Pepper won Dade 
by anes votes as compared to 32,000 


POST-MORTEM: Factors behind Pepe 
per’s defeat were: 


@ While there was a big increase in 
the Negro vote, more than 300,000 
qualified Negro voters didn’t go to the 
polls. 

@ In a state where labor is weak and 
dominated by jimicrow AFL building 
trades unions, Pepper achieved little 
campaign organization against Smath- 
ers’ 30,000 campaigners in 67 counties, 
heavily backed by Du Pont and other 
big northern interests. Cold-shouldered 
by the national Democratic organiza- 
tion, Pepper made a direct appeal for 
aid to the White House, but was turned 
down. 

@ Pepper answered Smathers’ strong 
anti-Fair Deal, pro-war campaign by 
trying to match many of Smathers’ re- 
actionary attitudes. By tearing up his 
own record—backtracking on FEPC, 
civil rights, foreign policy—Pepper en- 
abled Smathers to call him a liar. 

@ The issues before the people were 
almost totally concealed behind a bar- 
rage of fascist-type hysteria in the 
press (with exception of two small 
papers) against. Negroes, peace senti- 
ment, FEPC, health insurance, housing 
and opponents of Taft-Hartley. Cam- 
Paigning on a straight Republican- 
Dixiecrat program,: Smathers wag 








backed by the Saturday Evening Post 
and Chicago Tribune, and northern Re- 
publican publishers J. S. Knight, James 
Cox and J. H. Perry came to Florida to 
give personal aid. Smathers had the 
support of Florida’s 63,000 registered 
Republicans. 

FATAL COMPROMISE: Progressives 
who pressed Pepper to fight on a 
straight New Deal program saw in the 
Hillsboro County state senator race an 
endorsement of their conviction that 


(Continued on following page) 
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Pepper’s cover-up and compromise at- 
tempts were fatal. In that race John 
Branch, campaigning in behalf of 
Negro rights and refusing to red-bait, 
won by 31,000 to 18,000. Pepper carried 
Hillsboro by only 3,500: votes. 

Republican attempts last week to 
present the Smathers victory as indi- 
cating a national trend carried little 
conviction. In the north, FEPC, Taft- 
Hartley repeal, housing, health insur- 
ance, the Brannan Plan are factors 
favoring liberal candidates; peace 
sentiment i$ stronger. 

President Truman seemed to: recog- 


nize the increasing- strength of the. 


peace sentiment when in his press 
conference on the eve of his political 
journey across the northern. states he 
insisted there is no danger of war and 
‘that arms expenditures will go down, 
not up. , 

He boarded a train in Washington on 
Sunday for a 10-day “non-political” 
barnstorming trip during which he 
expects to make some 50 off-the-cuff 
speechs;. with him went a Republican 
denunciation as the country’s “worst 
president.” 

In Florida, at the week-end, AFL 
leaders were blaming “leftist taints” in 
the CIO for Pepper’s defeat. Tampa 
papers reported that Pepper. might 
shortly turn up in the new job of 
$75,000-a-year general counsel for CIO. 


OTHER PRIMARY RESULTS: | In Ala- 
bama, Sen. Lister Hill won easily over 
Dixiecrat Lawrence McNeil.. Regular 
Democrats recaptured control: of the 
state party machinery. In the race for 
governor, Gov. James E. Folsom. re- 
ceived a setback when his candidate 
Philip J. Hamm came in 170,000 votes 
behind .Gordon Parsons, head of the 
State Public Service Commission. 

In a seven-man race in Ohio, State 
Auditor Joseph T. Ferguson was the 
Democratic nomination for Senator. 
The collapse of President Truman’s and 
the Democratic Party’s opposition to 
Sen. Robert Taft was reflected in the 


fact that Taft, unopposed in the Re- 
publican. primary, got ~ 100,000. more 
votes than the seven Democrats com- 
bined. 





RENEW YOUR SUB! 
PAY YOUR BILL! 


WITCH HUNTS 


McCarthy denounced; 


new front opens 
o=. Joseph McCarthy (R-Wisc.), his 





witnesses and his charges won these ~ 


comments last week: 

e@ From Senate Majority Leader 
Lucas:. “Liar.” Lucas was ordered to his 
seat for the breach of Senate etiquette. 

e From his chief target, Owen Latti- 
more, concerning McCarthy’s chief 
witness Louis Budenz: “A professional 
informer ...a twisted, malignant per- 
sonality.” 





@ From Rep. Karsten (D-Mo.). con- 
cerning McCarthy’s charges: “Inquiry 
should be made as to whether or not 
a hoax, a deceit or a fraud has been 
practiced upon the American people.” 

On his side McCarthy had ex-British 
Communist Freda Utley, who admitted 
that she had been a war-time advocate 
of peace with the Nazis and had written 
a book which was acclaimed by Jew- 
baiters. Even she could not support 
McCarthy’s claim that Lattimore was 
“a top Russian agent” or even a com- 
munist. 

“Late in. the week Sen. Lodge 
(R-Mass.) said: “I’d like to see this 
show taken off the road.” At the week- 
end McCarthy switched the spotlight 
from Lattimore to “Case No. 2’’—“a 
U. S. Minister to a foreign country.” To 
a gathering of Young Republicans at 
Janesville, Wis., he complained that the 
State Dept. file on the case had been 
“thoroughly and completely raped.” 


DOCTORS NEXT: The “red” witch- 
hunt moved on to a new front when 
New Yorkers: learned: that Dr. Shep- 
herd Carl Thierman, surgical interne at 
the Koes County Hospital, had been 
dismissed by the Dept. of Hospitals 
after. a two-hour interrogation about 
his political views last’ February. No 
charges were presented, and Dr. Thier- 
man wag refused a hearing. Thierman 
had been active in the wage-rise’ cam- 


paign of the N. Y. Interne Council, 
The American Civil Liberties Union. 
and N.Y. Councilman Stanley M. Isaacs 
had taken up the case, and from house 
staffs of city hospitals protests poured 
in against the first recorded case of 
political firing of a physician. It was 
learned that-a week after Thierman’s 
dismissal Dr .Mark Strauss of the 
Kings County Hospital staff had been 
asked to resign following appearance of 
his name in a newspaper article deplor- 


" ing the lack of child-care facilities in 
* Brooklyn. : 


WN: ie) 


5,000 in line for 
‘110 jobs as porters 


, ta New York City last week 5,000 job- 


less men stood in line—some for two 
days—to apply for 110 city porter jobs. 
In N.Y. State 200,000 workers had ex- 
hausted their unemployment insur- 
ance; at least’ half were still without 
work. On the nation’s waterfronts a 
third to a half of US. seamen were 
“on the beach.” . 

Unemployment dropped by 600,000 to 
4,200,000 by government count; it was 
6,000,000 according to the United Elec- 
trical Workers. Even the government 
admitted the drop was seasonal and 
less than expected. About 30% of the 
unemployed had been out of work 15 
weeks or more. 


CHRYSLER STRIKE ENDS: . The 100- 
day Chrysler strike came to an end 
when Walter Reuther’s United Auto 
Workers (CIO) agreed to a three-year 
contract without wage increases, with- 
out the union shop, without seniority 
guarantees and without a fair employ- 
ment practices clause. The contract 
may be re-opened for economic im- 
provements in 18 months. It provides 
for a $100 maximum monthly pension 
inclusive of social security, and for 
health and hospital benefits, shared 
equally by company and workers. 


TEXTILE WORKERS: In Boston, 1,800 
delegates to the convention of the CIO 
Textile Workers heard their officers 
assail the Marshall Plan they once 
ardently supported. President Emil 
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EMIL RIEVE 
The picture wasn’t pretty 


Rieve complained that the rise in tex- 
tile imports from low-wage Marshall 
Plan nations is reducing jobs in the 
U.S. industry already plagued by un- 
employment. He suggested that US, 
industry give away its surplus rather 
than “buy foreign goods at the cost of 
unemployment at home.” 

The union, long in the grip of a tight 
right-wing dictatorship, lost 30,000 
members last year and is smaller now 
than at any time in its 11-year history. 
Its officers presented no program to 
spark its, growth. or. to alleviate the 
heavy unemployment in Lawrence and 
New Bedford, Mass.; Wilkes Barre, Pa., 
Cumberland, Md.,..and other textile 
towns. 

The convention was instead focused 
on a bitter power fight between Rieve 
and vice president George Baldanzi. 
Rieve’s candidate for Baldanzi’s post, 
Mariano Bishop, was defeated 1,038 to 
742. Charges against Baldanzi included 
collaboration with the Ku Klux Klan in 
Georgia and with employers in NWJ. 

a 

The 1950 Convention of the United 
Office and Professional Workers, re- 
cently expelled from the CIO, will be 
held in Atlantic City May 15. (See next 
week’s GUARDIAN for report). 





By Tabitha Petran 

N Turtle Creek, a 15-mile area in 

East Pittsburgh dominated by the 
Westinghouse Electric Corp., a battle 
carrying great portents for labor re- 
mains undecided. 

Workers in the plants of Turtle 
Creek are members of Local 601 
United Electrical Workers. One of UE’s 
three biggest locals, 601 was captured 
last’ year by the right wing. But in 
elections April 27 UE fought to a 
standstill the combined attack of: 

The Mellon-controlled company. 

The Taft-Hartley labor board. 

Un-American Activities Committee. 

The CIO and the Steel Workers. 

Assn. of Catholic Trade ‘Unionists. 

Pittsburgh’s press and radio. 

The CIO’s raiding’ party, the Inter- 
national Electrical Workers, won 601 
by a bare 100 votes—5,763 to 5,663. But 
147 were challenged, making a ‘run- 
off necessary. (In the Westinghouse 
chain in a dozen states UE and IUE 
each won 20 plants.) 


CIO USES TAFT-HARTLEY: The 
Greensburg, Pa., Morning Review said 
recently: " 

CIO officials lose no Opportunity to de- 
nounce the Taft-Hartley Law but at the 
same time they are using the machinery 
of that law to try to win over the mem- 
bers, 0f the UE union, 

‘This is how the machinery was used 
at Westinghouse: 

@ CIO-IUE’s petition for a Taft- 
Hartley election was ruled illegal last 
November since IUE could prove no 
signatures. TUE never had to prove it 
had representation in Westinghouse 
plants because the company itself’ pe- 
titioned for an election. 

@ UE demanded simultaneous elec- 





tions in Westinghouse, General Elec- , 


tric and General Motors before expi- 
ration of its contracts April 1. The 
Taft-Hartley board scheduled  elec- 
tions after UE’s contracts expired and 
so that GM, where IVE was sure to 
win, came first and GE, where UE was 
strongest, last. 

@ During Taft-Hartley hearings, 
IUE, Westinghouse and the Board 
worked hand in glove to break up 
UE’s bargaining units and split off 
plants to enhance IUE’s election 
chances. Splitting off the Nuttal unit 
from the East Pittsburgh plant cost 
UE the 601 election. 


TERROR ATTACK: The House Un- 
American Activities Committee con- 
tributed a police-state atmosphere. In 
February it produced Matthew Cvetic, 
FBI spy for ten years in the Pitts- 
burgh progressive movement (GUAR- 
DIAN, April 19). Cvetic’s “revelations” 
launched a violent press attack on 
UE. IUE made the ex-spy an honorary 
member, hailed him as “America’s 
hero,” sponsored his appearance be- 
fore Westinghouse workers whom he 
warned about “the Red March 
throughout Asia and the world” to 
Pittsburgh. Following Cvetic’s attacks, 
UE was barred from the local radio 
station, which IVE used daily. 
Pittsburgh’s Father Charles Owen 
Rice of the Assn. of Catholic Trade 
Unionists, mento? of CIO president 
Philip Murray, led the attack on UE 
on the religious front. The Sunday be- 
fore elections almost every Catholic 
church in the area distributed leaflets 
about: “Russia and her dominant 
unions in the U. S. pouring fabulous 
sums of money into the fight” to win 
the day for “diabolical, unpatriotic 
and atheistic-controlled unions.” «. -: 


UE and CIO: The Battle of Turtle Creek 


THE FABULOUS SUMS: Actually it 
was the CIO that poured in money— 
an estimated $500,000—to capture 601. 
Early in April CIO had directed its 
organizers to concentrate on destroy= 
ing UE. As Michael Clune, CIO Na- 
tional Representative in Western New 
York, wrote April 23 in a letter of 
resignation to Murray: 

“My full-time job at your direction 
has been to raid UE at: Westinghouse, 
the unidn which hs done se much for 
Westinghouse workers during the past 
14 years.” 

CIO tried to buy UE organizers with 
higher salaries and lavish expense 
accounts; bombarded workers with 
leaflets twice a day, and sent in its 
big guns—Murray, Haywood, Mike 
Quill and James Carey, 

CIO hired the Turtle Creek Stadium 
for the week before election to keep it 
out of UE hands, planned a huge elec. 
tion-eve rally with Murray as the star 
attraction. But in his home strong- 
hold Murray drew to the 10,000-seat 
stadium only about 800 townsfolk and 
steelworkers and 1,500 UE workers. 


THE STUBBORN FACT: CIO and 
IUE officials expected an easy victory 
in Turtle Creek. Some said they would 
win 11 to 1. The almost tie vote 
caught CIO by surprise. 

Fighting with a fraction of the 
money and resources of the CIO and ~ 
against reaction’s complete arsenal, 
UE could thank for its showing the 
fact that it has stuck to its business 
of fighting for the welfare of its 
workers. Westinghouse workers under 
UE get better pay, more holidays and 
vacations, better seniority and speed- 
up guarantees than do Murray’s steel 
workers,’ 








; UE News photo 
A VICTORY FOR UE 
The celebration was in Trenton 
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GUARDIAN staff correspondence 
T= country is bursting at the seams 

with good things to eat. BUT: con- 
sumption of food by the American 
people is decreasing; what they do 
eat costs too much; farmers’ income 
has fallen as much as 30% in the last 
two years. And the - government. is 
spending hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars to perpetuate this idiocy. 

@ In Columbiaville, Mich., stacked 
to the roof of a huge abandoned 
woolen mill, are 100,000 hundred- 
pound sacks of beans - (enough to fill 
135 boxcars), the finest in the world. 
The government is buying them at the 
rate of $7.25 a bag, not counting stor- 
age costs.. This is only part of a na- 
tional “surplus” of. 9,000,000 bags. 

@ “Surplus” wheat is stored up to 
the rate of- 369,622,000 bushels;. corn, 
996,000,000 bushels; cotton, - 8,274,000 
bales. When the 1950 crops are in 
these figures will be enormously in- 
creased. Since 1943 the government 
has spent ‘$25,765,000 just to store 
“surplus” wool, Currently $500,000 a 
day is being spent on storage rentals 
for “surplus” crops. 

@ The egg cave at Atchison, Kansas, 
is bulging. “Surplus” potatoes are be- 
ing made unfit for human consump- 
tion and fed to livestock. Butter is 
about to become the newest scandal: 
under present legislation the govern- 
ment may have to buy and store 200,- 
000,000 pounds in 1950 to keep con- 
sumer prices artificially high. Already 
in storage are 89,000,000 pounds 
bought last year. ; 


A BIG NOISE: |: Politicians now are 
smug: about an old political axiom: 








CHARLES F. BRANNAN 
How blows the wind? 


Congress never passes major farm 
legislation in an election year. But not 
every election year has rumbled so 
loudly with the sounds of farm revolt 
as 1950. The results of the Truman 
Administration’s Agricultural Law, a 
mess of patehwork, guesswork and 
dirty work, are being felt in the farm 
belts. 

Price supports are sliding down to- 
ward the 60% of parity which reac- 
tionary Opponents of. the Brannan 
Plan have set as desirable. For the 
farmers flaxseed is down $1.17 a 
bushel; eggs 10c a dozen; price sup- 
_ports for turkeys and. chickens are 


Politicians get panicky as farmers rally behind the Brannan Plan 


eliminated entirely;\for hogs, off tem- 
porarily, perhaps for good; supports 
for dried beans, oats, rye and bar- 
ley are due to go down. 


In_ 1948 the farmer could. get a low- 
priced car for the equivalent of 606 
bushels of corn; today it takes 1,435 
bushels. A tractor, in terms of hogs 
today, costs double the 1948 price. 


Such cold facts of life in a cold war 
world are turning the farmer toward 
the Brannan Plan. In March 1,000 
farmers from every county in Ohio 
drove to Columbus to hear Secretary 
of Agriculture Brannan speak on his 
program, which would assure low 
prices’ for consumers and a fair re- 
turn for farmers. This would be 
achieved through direct payments to 


‘ the latter to make up the. difference 


between the market. price of his 
products and parity income. In April 
10,000 Minnesota farmers, half of 
them county and community commit- 
teemen of the Production and Market- 
ing Administration, turned out in St. 
Paul to hear Brannan, 


SUCH A FUSS: The crowd, largest of 
its kind in the state in 10 years, set 
off political repercussions which are 
still. resounding all the way to the 
Northwest. Most of those present be- 
long to the Farm Bureau Federation, 
whose national leaders are violently 
opposed to the Brannan Plan. A spot 
poll showed 85% of the farmers pres- 
ent in favor of it. 

Because the meeting was a regular 
annual get-together of PMA commit- 
teemen (who received per diem ex- 
penses and transportation) the Cowles 
Minneapolis Star denounced it as “po- 


‘ vision in present farm law. Truman’s 


litical propaganda for a captive audi- 
ence.” Sen. Aiken (R-Vt.) charged the 
Agriculture. Dept. had spent between 
$50,000 and $100,000 to “hire” an audi- 
ence for a “political speech”, 

The virulence of the denunciations 
seemed to bear out Brannan’s decla- 
ration that the tide has turned in 
favor of his program. Sen.. Humphrey 
(D-Minn.), who has a sharp nose, 
jumped ‘a plane to appear with Bran- 
nan in St. Paul. His key argument 
was that “Joe Stalin is waiting for a 
depression in America.” 


HOW DEAD A DUCK? Pres. Truman 
himself is aware of the direction of 
the wind. Timing his farm message to 
Congress with the St. Paul meeting, 
he called for farm legislation modeled 
on the Brannan program. But his own 
Congressional leaders -took scant 
notice. They termed the Brannan plan 

a “dead duck,” predicted that the 81st 
Conatess would make no general re- 


message they regarded as “for the 
record.” 

But the grass roots revolt is on, and 
out in Minnesota chairman Walter E. 
Johnson of the Progressive Party sent 
this memo to farmers: 


“This. kind of action from the Demo- 
eratic-GOP bipartisan line-up in Wash- 
ington should come as no surprise because 
both of the Old parties called for flexible 
parity in their 1948 platforms, Two tead- 
ing Democratic Senators, Majority Leader 
Lucas and Clinton Anderson, took the 
lead in fighting against the Brannan Plan 
and 90% Supports in .the 1949 Congress. 
... Its time for us to realize that we 
can’t have the Brannan Plan as long as 
the cold war program has priority; so we 
farmers have to get into the fight for 
peace as well as for the Brannan Pian.” 








NEW YORK 


"GET MARC" 


Marc's answer: 
“Get the stooges” 


For public consumption New York 

Democrats were .outshouting each 
other last week in holy denunciation 
of American Labor Party Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio. What they were do- 
ing out of public sight was something 
else again. An example: Democratic 
state chairman Paul Fitzpatrick sent a 
letter to all county chairmen ordering 
them not to accept.ALP endorsement 





for ahy ‘Democratic 'candidate.. But 
Marcantonio had a fast answer: 
“His (Fitzpatrick’s)’ Democratic state 


machine is not Only seeking, but stealing 
ALP nominations. With the knowledge and 
consent of Mr. Fitzpatrick, the Albany 
O'Connell machine has been planting pub- 
lic payroll stooges as ALP enrollees in a 
desperate effort to snatch ALP primary 
nominations for hand-picked Democratic 
candidates.” 


Biggest “Get Marc” show of the week 
was a Tammany Hal dinner in- New 
York City where -Mayor O'Dwyer, 
District Attorney Hogan, Borough 
President Robert F. Wagner Jr. and 
others heaped abuse on the man they 
have never been able to beat. Again 
Marcantonio replied with a contemptu- 
ous reminder: “Every person who at- 
tacked me has at some time or other 
sought my aid. That goes for Wagner, 
DeSapio (Tammany chief), Hogan and 
O'Dwyer.” 

MARC’S OFFENSIVE: O’Dwyer him- 
self cooled off efforts in other quarters 
to reach agreement on a coalition can- 
didate who could unite Democrats, Re- 
publicans and Liberal. Party voters; he 
insisted that Marcantonio’s opponent 





be a en on_a Democratic pro- 
gram. is would hardly sit: well with 
Republic » especially since Marcan- 
tonio’s district is one of the few in the 
city where they have some strength. 
While Tammanyites concentrated on 


thinking up slogans like “Veto Vito,” 
Vito himself was launching his own 
offensive in behalf of the electorate. He 
announced an ALP conference of all 
persons and groups interested in elect- 
ing a Negro judge to the court of Gen- 
eral Sessions. 

The purpose, he said, was “to break 
up the Tammany plot to keep the Court 
of General Sessions a lily-white court.” 
He reminded Tammany that it. was the 
ALP in 1942 that brought the election 
of the first Negro to a borough-wide 
court—City Court Justice Francis 
Rivers. 


WEST COAST. 


TEACHERS, STUDENTS 





Let's 


PAN the 


be free 


University of California 


campus last week, the fight was: 


renewed against a contract clause rul- 
ing out members of organizations “ad- 
yocating violent overthrow of the 
government.” It was substituted by the 
Board of Regents for a separate loyalty 
oath they had previously demanded. 
Some teachers clamored for a court 
test. 


SWEET ‘FREEDOM: In Los Angeles 
students on three college campuses 
were campaigning against the Mundt 
police-state bill with penny candy. 
They passed out thousands of lollipops 
with the legend: “Don’t be a sucker 
for the Mundt-Nixon bill. Enjoy this 
lollipop and give the Mundt bill a lick- 
ing too.” 


OWNER IS MOVING: Readers of a 
movie ‘trade paper in Hollywood were 
startled by an ad offering a house for 
sale for this reason: “Owner going to 
jail.” Owner was Ring Lardner Jr., one 
of the Hollywood Ten under prison sen- 
tence for defying the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities in 1947. A 
midnight rally in their defense last 
week brought an overflow audience of 
performers to the Coronet Theater, 342 
of whom signed a telegram to Chief 
Justice Vinson urging a Supreme Court 
review of the case. 


PP vs GOP: In Oakland the Indepen- 
dent Progressive Party announced the 
candidacy for state senator of the Rev. 
G. Linwood Fauntleroy, Negro - paster 
of the Greater Cooper A.M.E. Zion 





G. L. FAUNTLEROY 
The reverend senator? 


Church there. An old fighter for civil 
rights, he listed peace, jobs, relief, pen- 
sions, housing as his main campaign 
issues... His sole opponent in the pri- 
maries next month will be a diehard 
Republican with a long anti-labor 
record. 


/ . 

* 2 
Dennis: no hearing 
ca" a Communist Party leader get a 

fair trial by a jury composed largely 
oi government employes under loyalty- 
oath pressure? In the case of Eugene 
Dennis, Communist general secretary 
convicted of contempt of Congress for 
defying J. Parnell Thomas (now in jail 
for fraud) in 1947, the Supreme Court 
ruled a month ago that he could. By 
last week it hadn’t changed its mind. 
It denied a rehearing in the case and 
turned down a plea to delay his im- 
prisonment. 

The Communist Party planned one of 
its biggest campaigns around the case. 
A testimonial rally to Dennis attended 
by 3,000 leaders pledged to “move 
heaven and earth” to keep him out of 
jail. At the end of the week his lawyers 
were in court again to argue for a new 


trial and a stay of execution ofa one- 
year jail sentence and a $1,000 fine. 


STAY- FOR LAWYERS:. While - the 
Supreme Court nudged him toward a 


cell in that case, another court received 
briefs in the appeal by Dennis and ten 
other top Communist leaders from their 
conviction on charges of conspiring to 
advocate the overthrow of the govern- 
ment. Argument was set for June 12. 

In still another action the five law- 
yers for the 11 sought a rehearing on 
their own appeal from a contempt of 
court conviction. They did win a stay 
of execution of sentence ranging up: to 
six months until after the appeals in 
the case of the 11 were heard. 


FISHERMEN: In other rulings the 
Supreme Court refused to review a con- 
viction of 14 mémbers of a CIO fisher- 
men’s union local for violating the 
anti-trust laws by setting minimum 
prices on their catch; and declined to 
interfere with a new registration law 
in Georgia designed to bar Negroes 
from the ballot. 


GEORGIA 


The Henderson case 
Www an all-white jury convicted 

Clarence Henderson, Negro, for 
the murder of a white student at 
Carrollton, Ga., last January, Hender- 
son cried: “I got something to live for 
—my wife and kids. I’m fighting for 
my life for something I never did.” 

He was convicted because a pistol 
he once owned was used in the killing. 
He said he had sold it. A girl who saw 
the attack did not identify Henderson; 
he said he was at home when it hap- 
pened.. He said police handcuffed and 
beat him. Forty state troopers were in 
court during his trial. 

Georgia Progressives and the Civil 
Rights Congress, under the leadership 
of Larkin Marshall, acted to save Hen- 
derson. A Defense Committee was set 
up with headquarters at 175 Auburn 
Av. NE, Atlanta. Last month five white 
and Negro leaders of the committee, 
including Henderson’s lawyers, were 
cited for contempt by Judge Samuel 
Boykin of Newnan, Carroll County, Ga., 
for distributing a leaflet denouncing 
the conviction. During the contempt 
hearings the judge, who had presided 
over Henderson’s trial, pointed to Hen- 
derson’s friends in the courtroom and 
demanded that they too be charged 
with contempt. 
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A word to the Class of °50: Blow your top or get it blown off 


By Ernest Seeman 


ERWIN, TENN. 
seems there is to be a lot of “General Education” 
at this year’s commencements. General Clay is to 
address the University of Chattanooga graduates; 
General John (Fixer) Dulles those of Vanderbilt. 
Other student bodies will hear from Generals Eisen- 
hower, Bradley, Louis Johnson, Gordon Gray, ete. 
Even the FBI’s “Flying General” Budenz, the ghost 
ef General Forrestal and that of Adolf Hitler will 
probably be whistling through their teeth this June 
at some jerkwater college. °: 

On that gala morning there will be flags and 
martial music to drown out thinking, and these great 
oxen of “educators” will try to bull and sweet-talk 
our young collegiates, who have struggled and got a 
little knowledge, into believing that what they should 
do is go out and get their blocks blown off so the 
world will be safe for a few fat boys in Wall Street. 


T° take imperialism abroad and perpetuate fascism 
and jimcrow at home, our Wall Street hogs figure 
they will need a lot of young blood. And young brains 
(the spilled kind that waters the sand of battle- 
fields and can be spattered against walls). They have 
decided all on their own, without consulting the rest 


of us, that no humane or sensible ideas making for 
the common welfare must get a foothold in our land. 


And so, this June Wall Street’s generals will roar 
about the red menace and the yellow menace. But 





*they will not tell the graduates how many billions 
the DuPonts, Morgans, Mellons and Dukes made on 
youth’s blood in Wars I and II. They will conceal 
from youth the fact that all our perils are being 
made in the U.S&., and not anywhere else. 


But as our college lads and lassies listen to this 
moronic barrage from these professional red-baiters 


and butchers, let us hope that many of them will 
this kind of “education” for what it is: 
vicious anti-social propaganda wrapped up in the 


_ fiag. That they will say to themselves: “If Wall Street 


is so hell-bent on getting up another profit-war, then 
det the Wall Street fats go out and fight it for a 
change.” : 


sue of these youths have heads capable of pro- 
ducing great symphonies, inventions and songs. 
Mathematical and philosophical formulae that could 
put the world 1,000 years ahead. Sane and construc- 
tive thinking that could free millions from drudgery, 
starvation and despair. Books to make people Kinder 
or the germ of ideas that would end unemployment, 
abolish génerals, bankers and kings, repair the rav- 
ages already wrought by such; or save 100,000,000 
people from the clutches of cancer. , 
All of them possess physical and psychic equip- 
ment far too precious to be sacrificed on Mammon’s 
altar; that can at least live and love and develop 
and enjoy the wonders and beauty of life. That can 
preduce children and train them to think straighter 
than their ancestors thought—to rebel with reason 
against ignorance, bigotry and the rule of gold and 
brass. To force crooks out of government, and men 
trained only for destruction out of education. 





Books for progress 


Pamphlets: Africa, prejudice and the schools 


that American Negroes are “inferior.” One after 
. another the books are exposed. 
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is a time f leteering, 
The facts of socialism which ts. proved. by. dour brockures Dub 


By Cedric Belfrage 


“The truth about socialism will 
eome as a complete surprise to 
mine out of ten people. In tne 
Press, radie and movies, in the 
schools and churches, they are 
told the exact opposite day in 
and day out, ... Most people are 
convinced it is an invention of 
the devil, or it can’t possibly 
work, or it means the destruction 
of everything they hold dear — 
none of which is true.” 


ECOGNIZING the state of 

collective idiocy into which 
the American people are let- 
ting themselves be bemused by 
their own knaves and fools, 
Leo Huberman has, document- 
ed out of’ the mouths of capi- 
talist and government sources 
the inefficiency, waste, im- 
morality and injustice of US. 
eapitalism. The simplicity with 
which he has put together the 
pieces of our current mess to 
prove the truth of scientific 
socialism is deceptive. Huber~ 
man is a scholar who has gone 
to endless pains to simplify the 
truth because he loves America 
and knows that only the truth 
ean make it free. 

His book of truth will find 
tts way with difficulty on to 
bookstore shelves in the coun- 
try which once—do you remem- 
ber?—prided itelf on welcoming 
‘truth though heaven falls.” 
In America truth itself has be- 
come a dirty word even while 
“backward” peoples are accept- 
ing it by the hundreds of mil- 
lions and re-modeling their 
lives by it. 


But here, without one slogan 
from cover to cover, are the 
simple answers to all the cur- 
rent fantasies about socialism 
and communism: about “in- 
eentives,” about the “un-Amer- 
icanism” of seeking social san- 
ity, about those who seek~ it 
“advocating” violence. Calmly 
Huberman exposes these popu- 
lar illusions about capitalist 





LEO HUBERMAN 
The simplicity is deceptive 


America: 


“FREEDOM”: In 1948 a whole 
community (Nashua, N.H.) was 
sentenced to slow decay when its 
textile mill employing 3,500 was 
closed down “by order of the dic- 
tator”’—the company, to which 


the fate of Nashua meant nothing. _ 


“DIGNITY OF THE INDI- 
VIDUAL”: In 1947 in Centralia, 
Illinois, 111 coal miners were killed 
in an explosion because the com- 
Pany admittedly would not “bear 
the expense” of $1,800 worth of 
rock-dusting, 

“HIGH LIVING STANDARD”: A 
committee of our own government 
estimated that even in 1929— 
when 42.5% of all families earned 
less than $30 a week—every family 
could have had $87 a week if all 
Our productive resources had been 
fully used, 


Instead of denouncing cap- 
italists, Huberman does the 
more effective job of explain- 
ing why they must act as they 
do. This is the book you have 
been waiting for, to put in the 
hands of people — especially 
young people—seeking first 
steps toward truth in the jun- 
gle of lies we are now privi- 
leged to inhabit. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT SOCIALISM, 
by Leo Huberman. Lear Publish- 
ers, 105 E. 15th 8t., N. 
PP., $3. 


Y. 242 





world.” 





The empire in the pawn shop 

R. Palme Dutt is Britain’s leading modern practitioner 
of Marxist analysis in world affairs. Taking up where Lenin 
left off, he has recently published Britain’s Crisis of Empire 
(Intl. Publishers, N. Y. 164 pp. $1.25.) 

Dutt documents the emergence of Bevinism and the 
disasters of British foreign policy in the light of a great 
present-day fact: that the empire is in hock to U.S. “eco- 
nomic and financial domination of the entire capitalist 


Says Dutt: “The former owners become bailiffs . . . The 
empire is mortgaged, even if the creditors have not yet 
finally foreclosed .. .” The moral is drawn as it has been 
by every socialist student of empire—the British and Amer- 
ican people themselves will be denied freedom while free- 
dom is denied to colonial peoples. 


lished recently. All reJate to peace and freedom 
in specific terms. 


AFRICA FIGHTS FOR FREEDOM is a 15-page 
pamphlet by Alphaeus Hunton, secretary of the 
Council on African Affairs, with a foreword by 
Eslanda Goode Robeson. The facts about the 
struggles of Africa’s people are rarely reported 
in commercial publications in an understand- 
able way. This obstacle Hunton overcomes in a 
simple, lucid narrative. 


SEGREGATION: A CHALLENGE TO DEMOC- 
RACY, by Margaret C. McCulloch, the American 
Missionary Assn., devotes 40 pages to five ques- 
tions: Why is everybody talking about segre- 
gation? What is it? Why do we have it? What 
is wrong with it? What can we do about it? 

“Segregation,” says the author, “is the 
Achilles’ heel of America in world affairs.” The 
pamphlet is a constructive effort to tell Amer- 
icans the cost and dangers of bigotry and some 
effective ways to fight it. 


BIAS AND PREJUDICE, written by members of 
the New York City Teachers Union, rips the 
veil of smugness from school texts which teach 


The pamphlet quotes a seventh-grade text 
written by William Jansen, now N. Y. School 
Superintendent, and Nellie B. Allen: “Because 
the native people of Africa, most of whom be- 
long to the Negro race, are very backward, the 
greater part of the continent has come under 
the control of European nations since its open< 
ing up began.” 


THE BIG PLOT, issued by the National Non- 
Partisan Committee, outlines the Justice Dept. 
Plans to jail Americans who believe in such 
things as peace, colonial freedOm and toler= 
ance. It is built around the verbatim testimony 
of Asst. Atty. Gen. Raymond P.-Whearty,. before 
a Congressional committee. ‘ 
AFRICA-FIGHTS FOR FREEDOM. 
Affairs, 23 W. 26th St., N. Y. 5¢ 
SEGREGATION:. A CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRACY. 


Race. Relations Dept. American Missionary Assn, 
Fisk Univ., Nashville. Tenn. 

BIAS AND PREJUDICE IN TEXTBOOKS IN USE IN 
NEW YORK CITY SCHOOLS. Teachers Union. 206 
W. 15th St., N. Y. 25c. 

THE BIG PLOT. National Non-Partisan Committee 
to Defend the Rights of the 12 Communist Lead- 
ers, 23 W. 26th St., N. Y. 5c. 


Council on African 
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FOR THE BEST FOOD IN TOWN 


LELAND’S 
Restaurant & Lounge 


169 W. Washington St. 


BAY FURNITURE CoO. 


Special Discount for 
GUARDIAN Readers 
8856 S. Commercial Av., Chi. 17 














We deliver promptly, bill by mall 


ROBERT RAVEN FLOWERS, INC. 
Bob Raven, Pres. 
Veteran of the Lincoln Brigade, 
Member of American Labor Party P 








New Institute for 


For books, pamphlets and period- 
icailg on the labor and progressive 
movement, . , . 


For records, art folios, prints by 


FLOWERS FOR MOTHER'S DAY, esata WEgent 4-4855-56 Jos. Siovy 
MAY Mth 
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WANT TO HELP 


THE MODERN BOOK STORE THE GUARDIAN? 
180 West Washington 8t. ' 
Chicago 2, Il, DE 2-6552 


Give a party, run a meeting, 





FILM AND TELEVISION 





ing, directing, 
and editing. 
Phone or Write for Free Book- 


sound, writing 





141 W. JACKSON BLVD. 





Register now for May 22d! Sens aatorety hy eres Ms 
A limited ber tudents i a 
A hms a -. r 5. ne all kinds of insurance 

training. Courses: camera, light- THE RODBARD AGENCY © 


We have a gal who has the 
knowhow on all this. 








WRITE OR CALL 











BRODSKY 


All kinds of insurance including 
automobile, fire, compensation. 


799 B’WAY, N.¥.C. GR 5-3826 





let G. 29 Flatbush Av., B’klyn HA 17-4827 ST 2-4603 
17, N.Y. ST 3-9444 
CARL JACK R. 


Union Service Workshop 


Paper - Mimeograph Supplies 
Placards - Printing 


431 8. Dearborn St. HA 17-5337 
Chicago 











THEODORA PECK | 
17 Murray Street, N. Y. 7 
WOrth 4-1750 


She will tell you all 
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, May 14 Is 
Mother’s Day. 
Inferior foam mattresses ® 
OME foam rubber mattresses currently being offered at low - ag set 
$ prices are inferior quality, dealers report. They’re 4% inches Pick Moss's gift from emong 
thick, as a satisfactory rubber mattress should be, but are “blown eur standard brand’ appliances 
up” with more air ory than is desirable. A well-made rubber at huge savings! 
~ mattress is heavier, not as pliable, and does not have as many 
pores (visible on the sides) as the cheaper versions. @ 4 QUART PRESSURE 
, Even at reduced prices, a foam mattress is an expensive COOKER. Famous make. 
, choice; for efficiency you need with it a special extra-firm, Rated “Best” by Ind. Research 
10-inch box spring, which costs almost twice as much as the Org. Reg. $12.95. Special 
price $8.99. Mail orders 70c 
usual box spring. ‘eddf; 95c of Mississippi 
| Selecting brake fluids ; 95 west of Mississippi. 
Automotiv rts have warned that many brake fluids on the cE- 
pac i an “antdier eaaune, * with low boiling’ points that may lead ° apn bar gina 
to possible sudden brake failure. To make sure you get standard- . 2 to & cup. Com 
L quality fiuid, note whether the can carries the initials “S.A.E.” showing with electric. stove. Reg. $7.31. 
° the Product measures up to specifications of the Society of Automotive Special price $3.92. 
ngineers. =. 
i <b Welded furniture @ ELECTRIC FOOD MIXER. 
y A new development in living room furniture, which uses a Complete- with food chopper. 
welded steel and wood frame instead of the traditional all- Reg. $31.95. Special price 
_ wood, is regarded by merchandisers as not only paring the pro- * $24.95. Shipped express collect. 
ductin cost of furniture but as improving its strength. The new 
furniture is being made by Kroehler, and is priced at $179 for @ BROILER OVEN. Newest 
sofa and chair. style. Cooks with infra red heat. 
w While Kroehler furniture is generally good in comparative Reg. $29.95. ae 
value, consumers must be careful since many of the Kroehler $21.95. Mail orders 75¢ a I 
xt outlets are installment stores which practice a “step-up” selling $1 west of Mississippi. 
: technique. They’ll offer the furniture at a moderate price in one 
0 fabric, then try to induce the customer to buy it in more expen- ° Pan eae l Bong tee 
~ sive coverings. These may be worth several dollars but not the price $9.79. Mail pi ders T5c 
he $20 or more the stores tack on in the step-up system. addl; $1 west of Mississippi. 
ier 
HAR e@ FULLY AUTOMATIC 
n- VEEDS OFFERS c eee ELECTRIC IRON. Res. 
Cun -o-5ales $9.95. Special price $4.95. 
n- Waupaca, Wisconsin Mail orders 70c addi; 95¢ west 
pt. T SPECIAL DECORATION of Mississippi. 
ch DISCOUNTS WEEK-END RATES e 
r= On All Famous Mokes $22.50 
ny LELEVISION SETS : “oH Plus many others 
ore WASHING MACHINES Gay informality @ All sports 
BEFRIGERATORS Delicious food @ Beautiful country 
ram RADIOS: ~ Interracial S j 
APPLIANCES For information & reservations: d d nd 
CY. Check us first, our ROSE HARRIS fan ar rd Aa 
so, prices are LOWER. 1250 N. Spaulding, Chicago, TL TEWVUTSEL SCLIOL RA GR 3-7819 
VEEDS (for Value) Telephone: SPaulding 2-5984 
IN 23 E. 26th St. New York City 
206 8th Floor MU 6-4443 PR PIRES RR RRS PIRI 
10 ARROWHEAD | STOIC NM Aun 
ade fe 
Decorati 
THE MUSIC ROOM : cation Day 
offers Special guests: Johannes Steel, 
folk singer Betty Sanders 
SPRING SONG LOW SPRING RATES 
sung by Paul Robeson—79c Ellenville, N..Y Ellenville 502 
— Six Songs for Democracy $3.15 City Phone: GR°7-1267 
— Complete selection of CHILDREN’S CAMP 
—_ Progressive records “Sao SECOLOTn Galan GOMOGL, 
© TECOLOTE CAMP SCHOOL Easy To Reach By Bus, 
Special di t to Guardi pe 
. readers on “folk albums, Gaston, pionmens, AE gen * om sana Train or Taxi Service 
4 long playing albums. Intercultural education stressing NI yy 
THE MUSIC ROOM gy a See Caaive activ- WV 
es. an h ken. 
m 12) West oahyn my N.Y. 18 ped 4 for descriptive “folder. “Maria 4 
. ‘ . 213, , NLM. 
a ital andere prometty Set 2 on mente WOODBOURNE. WM. Y. Tel. WOODBOURNE 1150 
». 5 . 
e@ Off the press May 25 e@ Reserve your copy now, save $2.25 
. HIGH TREASON 
wy 
By special arrangement with the publishers, Order HIGH TREASON through the GUAR- 
saw .the GUARDIAN is offering a People’s Edi- DIAN for $1 (bookstore price is $3). Get 















tion of Albert E, Kahn’s latest book—the 
most urgent book printed since the war. 


HIGH TREASON with your year’s renewal 
for only $1.75. You can also get your copy 
free. See the coupon below. 




















of HIGH TREASON. 


TREASON. 


SENDER’S NAME: 
ADDRESS ... 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN, 17 Murray Street, New York City 
O Enclosed $1.75 for a one-year subscription to the NATIONAL GUARDIAN and a copy 


C1 Enclosed $1.00 for which send me postpaid a copy of HIGH TREASON. 
( Enclosed remittance for four subscriptions and my FREE POSTPAID copy of HIGH 


PRINT NAMES, PLEASE 
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CALENDAR 





New York 


COUNTY. FAIR: May 19, 20, 21, at 
13 Astor Place. Arts and crafts, 
games, dancing, clowns, races, con- 
tests, 3-day pass, 50c. For informa- 
MU 4-0520. 


WILLIAM 8. GAILMOR will speac 
on Denazification of Germany. Sun., 
May 14, 8:15 pm. At The Living- 
ston, Nevins and Schermerhorn Sts., 
B’klyn. Auspices: Progressive Zion- 
ist League. Free. 











Chicage 


PEACE SALUTE TO ALL NATIONS. 
YPA presents DuBois Theater Guild: 
Bernie Asbel, American Folk singer, 
Matija Gubec, Croatian Choral 
Group, YPA City Chorus, Charles 
Walker Collins, Dixieland Jazz, 
Metropolitan Church Junior Choir, 
JYFO Folk Dancers, Chinese Chris- 
tian Church Chiidrens’ Rhythm 
Band. Program to be followed by 
dance featuring Charles Walker Col- 
ling Trio. Sat., May 13, 8 p.m., 11th 
St. Theater, 72 E. lith St. Adm. 
15c with ticket, $1 at door. Tickets 
available at YPA, 170 W. Washing- 
ton St. DE 2-9054. 


WHAT WILL YOUR LANDLORD DO 
AFTER JUNE 30? Emergency Con- 
ference. Save Rent Control! Sat., 
May 13, 1 p.m. Midland Hotel, 172 
W. Adams. Political promises are 
misleading to the people, Act now! 
Come as a delegate from your build- 
ing. Visitors welcome. Fee $1. Spon- 
sor: Chicago Tenants Action Coun- 
cil. ANdover 3-3974. 


REPORT FROM PARIS, Rod Holm- 
gren will tell us the exciting de- 
tails of his recent trip to Paris, 
Entertainment, Refreshments. Sat., 
May 13. Nollet’s, 5439 Drexel Bivd. 
Adm. $1. Auspices: 5th Ward PP. 


THE NEGRO IN THE FILM: 
Symposium presented by Chicago 
Council ASP. Bernard Lucas of 
ILWU, Oscar Brown Jr., radio com- 
mentator, Dr. W. Adams, psychia- 
trist, Marie Seton, film writer, Jan- 
ice Kingslow, actress, Dick Durham, 
writer. Sun., May 14, 8 p.m. South 
Side Community Art Center, 3831 5S. 
Michigan Av. Donation 50c. 


Philadelphia 


TWO CLASSIC FILMS: “Grand I- 
lusion” and “Hymn of Nations;” 
presented by the Association of In- 
ternes and Medical Students. Benefit 
of Foreign Students Exchange Pro- 
gram. Thurs., May 18, 8 p.m. Hous- 
ton Hall, Univ. of Pa. Admission 
by donation. 























New Jersey 





0. JOHN ROGGE, JOHANNES STEEL 
report on European Peace Tour at 
Progressive Party Peace Rally, 
Thurs., May 18, 8 p.m. Wideway 
Hall, 929 Broad St., Newark. Adm. 
60c, $1.20. Tickets at PP office, 264 
15th Av., Newark. MArket 3-9180. 





TIME FOR THE TRUTH. Every 
Monday at 8:45 p.m. on Newark 
Radio Station WNJR. PP of New 
Jersey Radio Program featuring 
Katherine Van Orden. 





MIMEOGRAPHING, MULTIGRAPH- 
ING, PHOTO-OFFSET, MAILING. 
Co-op Mimeo Service, 39 Union Sq. 
New York 3. SPring 7--6390-1, 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN 7 





in this section 
are available at 40c a line 
(six words); minimum 
charge $2 per insertion. Copy 
deadline one week before 
publication. Please send pay- 
ment with copy. Address: 
Calendar, National Guar- 
dian, 17 Murray St., New 
York 7, N. Y¥. 











PLANNING A FUND RAISING 
PARTY? Keep your liquor costs low. 
Pree deliveries anywhere in N. Y.G 
Call PL 3-5160. ALVIN UDELL, 
Wines & Liquors, 26 E. 58 St., NYC. 


NEED A GHOSTT Pamphieta, 
speeches, articles, surveys. Complete 
art and layout service by skilled, 
experienced, progressive newspaper 
men and women, Reasonable rates, 
Box 711, National Guardian, 17 
Murray St., N. Y.C. 7. 


HOUSE FOR SALE: Brick, 6 rooms, 
Sunnyside, L. L, just over Queens- 
boro Bridge from midtown. Play- 
Space, new gas furnace. GI morte 
gage, $9,500. Box 359, National Guar- 
dian, 17 Murray St., N. Y.C. 7. 


JUST THE TYPE: We type manue- 
scripts, letters, legal documents or 
anything else you: can send us in 
longhand. Fees to GUARDIAN read- 
ers are low. For information write 
GUARDIAN, Box 2355-X. 


LANGSTON HUGHES’ new book, 
“Simple Speaks His Mind,” is a de- 
lightfully entertaining but effective 
Weapon against jimcrow. Soft-cov- 
ered edition only $1. We pay post- 
age. Book Mail Service, Dept. 14, 
West Hempstead, N. Y. 


SEND US YOUR CHILDREN for a 
happy vacation at Higley Hill Camp 
in Green Mts., Vt. Progressive, Crea- 
tive, Interracial. Good food, fun, 
swimming. $275—8 wks. The Gran- 
ich’s, Wilmington, Vermont. 


OUR BIGGEST SALE." Everything 
must go to make room for new sea- 
sonable goods. Zeliot’s Dept. Store, 
250 W. 14th St., N. Y.C. 


AN AMERICAN CHURCHMAN IN 
USSR—10c; “U.8.S.R. Constitution” 
—20c. Write American Russian In- 
sittute, 58 Park Av., N. Y. C. 16. 


“PEOPLE CAN’T AFFORD to really 
live,” writes a Guardian reader in 
Moscow, Idaho, “but IT COSTS 
MORE TO DIE.” My suggestion: 
cheat the undertaker for as long as 
you can by laughing at him. For 
$2 cash I'll send you an auto- 
graphed copy of my 350-page novel 
“ABIDE WITH ME” (store price, 
$3.50), satirizing big business as 
symbolized by the mortician racket. 
“Bitter and brilliant ... one of the 
most gruesomely amusing attacks 
ever launched.”—N. Y. Post. Ad- 
dress: Cedric Belfrage, 17 Murray 
St., New York 7, N. Y. 





























NEW BOOKS AT 50% TO 70% DIS- 
COUNT. That’s right! Brand new 
books (publishers’ overstock) at 
remarkably low prices. 25c up. Cur- 
rent fiction and non-fiction. Also 
books withdrawn from our lending 
libraries. In good condition, priced 
very low. Send for free catalog list- 
ing 2,000 titles. A boon to those of 
high intelligence and low income, 
American Lending Library, Inc., 
Dept. NA, College Point, N. Y. 


COUPLE SHARE IDEAL MODERN 
SUMMER HOME overlooking Dela- 
ware River. 65 miles city. Hilltop 
view, spacious grounds, garden, 
woods. Reasonable. Green, 406 E. 64 
St., N. Y.C. RE 17-7669. 








CHARMAINE LODGE, WAUPACA, 
WISCONSIN. Special Decoration 
Week-end rates. Fri. May 26 to 
Tues., May 30—$22.50. Special en- 
tertainment attractions. Informa- 
tion, reservations: Rose Harris, 1250 
N. Spaulding, Chicago. SP 2-5984. 


POULTRY, EGGS, BUTTER direct 
from the farm. Balanoff’s, 8947 Com- 
mercial Av., Chicago. REgent 4-5365. 


SPIKE’S PICKUP TRUCKING 
SERVICE for all small jobs. City, 
beach and country trips. Available 
on shortest notice. Call -New York; 
UN 4-7707. 














A vital necessity 
MANTENO, ILL. 

When we worked and went to 
school in New York, we plugged 
the GUARDIAN because we felt that 
it was a necessary complement to 
the progressive movement in the 
U.S. We liked everything about the 
Paper, so it was naturally part of 
our activity to help increase its 
circulation. 

Now that we are in a small town 
in Illinois we have become aware 
of the fact that the GUARDIAN is 
a vital necessity to keep us in touch 
with local and world affairs. 

Our financial resources are ex- 
tremely limited, but we consider 
the enclosed check for $5 one of 


the best of all possible ne, 


OLD AGE PENSIONER seeks a 
woman for housekeeper to share 
5 rm. cottage. Address: Resident, 
925 107 Av., Oakland, ‘Calif. 


FREE! 


GORGEOUS EVERYDAY SALES KIT 
Moke $25.00 of more in Spare Time < 
Everyday thousands of people like yow 
ore earning many extra dollors showing 





SUPERIOR Christmas ond All Occasion 
greeting cards, personalized stationery, 
etc, to friends ond relatives; at clubs, 


churches, etc. No experience or money 
needed! SUPERIOR offers greatest assort- 
ment, quolity, value and profit that can't 
be beat. Get Super soles kit FREE also 
two approvol boxes. RUSH postcard NOW! 
SUPERIOR GREETING CARD CO. Dept. G-2 
45 East 17th Street + New York 3, N.Y. 








WORCESTER, MASS. 
MEENASIAN FUEL CO. 
For the best in HEATING 
OILS, COAL and COKE 
Also GENERAL TRUCKING 
Phone: 5-4175 16 Bluff Se 


Tell the advertiser you saw 
it in the GUARDIAN. 
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The Senate’s best-dressed double-dealer 


Time for a change in Illinois: the career of 


By Rod Holmgren 

GUARDIAN staff correspondent 
CHICAGO 
N the.Truman Administration’s latest 
exhibition of concern. for the peo- 
ple’s welfare, Senate Majority Leader 
Scott W. Lucas (D-Ill.) rides on-to the 
front pages this week as champion. of 


.& permanent Fair Employment Prac- 


tices Commission. The spotlight will 
be_on the farm-raised lawyer-Senator, 
who discourses reverently about Abe 
Lincoln but has been called the Sen- 
ate’s “John Barrymore” and “best- 
dressed man,” at a drum-beating 





“Jefferson Jubilee” in Chicago May 13- 
15. The three-day jamboree, featuring 
a foreign-policy statement by the 
President and a precedent-breaking 
“informal” Cabinet session in the Civic 
Opera House, is intended to boost 
Lucas’ campaign this fall for a third 
term in the Senate. 

As chairman of the Democratic cau- 
cus, Lucas is a key man whose defeat 
would bée.@.. 
hopes. Yet treasurer Nathan Cum- 
mings of the Chicago host committee 
has annouced that “important money” 
has been contributed to the Jubilee by 
Republicans. 


“PEOPLE’S FRIEND”? In February 
Jack Kroll, director of CIO-PAC which 
will endorse Lucas, said last February: 
“We are concerned that Lucas faces a 
strong fight and may even be beaten.” 
Democratic master-minds share Kroll’s 
concern and are putting a high polish 
on the knightly armor of this friend 
of the people. 

Lucas’ Republican opponent, Rep.. 
Everett M. Dirksen, is a frank, out- 


to “TFUMAah’s! 1952 © 


spoken reactionary; Lucas will fight 
him with liberal phrases and promises. 
But the facts of Lucas’ record are in 
total contrast with his words -and 
claims today. 

In view of this the Progressive Party 
is running its legislative director, Sid- 
ney Ordower, against the Senator whose 
faithfulness Truman _ recognized by 
dubbing him “Scotty.” 


“FDR DISCIPLE”? Lucas parades as 
a devoted follower of FDR. But here 
is some of his record under Roosevelt: 

@iIn 1937 Lucas attacked FDR’s 
Supreme Court reorganization bill as 
“this useless, selfish and futile gesture 
[whose] evil path may ultimately 
shatter the very foundations of Ameri- 
can liberty and life.” 

@ Lucas was a leader in the fight 


against the Fair Labor Standards Act 


(Wages and Hours Bill). 

@ When FDR asked Congress to limit 
salaries to $25,000 as a guarantee 
against war profiteering, Lucas voted 
against it. 

@ Lucas supported the 1943 tax bill 
which FDR opposed. 

@ When FDR vetoed the 1944 tax bill 
as a measure “for relief of the greedy 
instead of the needy,” Lucas voted to 
override the veto. 


“FRIEND OF LABOR”? Called a “fair- 
weather friend of labor” by Illinois 
state CIO president Joseph Germano, 
Lucas has a record of dubious friend- 
ship even when the weather was fine. 

@ In 1943 he voted for the Smith- 
Connally anti-strike bill. 7 

@ In.1946 he voted for the Case anti- 
labor bill. 

@ In May, 1946, at the climax of the 
miners’ fight for a welfare fund, he 
introduced his own anti-labor bill with 
penalties including a year in prison, 
$5,000 fine, loss of all Wagner Act pro- 
tection, and loss of seniority if a worker 
failed to return to his job. U.S. News 
promptly cited him as the “new leader 
in the fight for anti-strike laws” ~. 

@ When Truman proposed a bill to 
“draft strikers” after smashing the 
1946 rail strike, Lucas voted for ‘it al- 
though even Sen. Taft couldn’t. 

@ During the Taft-Hartley debate in 
1947, Lucas voted for the Taft version. 
Under labor pressure he later switched 
to sustain the Truman. veto, but re- 
fused to make any effort to line up 
additional votes against the bill. 

@ On Jan. 7, 1950, he took active 
leadership in the offensive against the 
miners’ three-day week, from which he 
suggested the NLRB should go to court 
and “ask relief.” On Feb. 6 he led the 
Democratic “Big Four” (Vice President 
Barkley, House Speaker Rayburn, House 


Majority Leader McCormack) to the 
White House. An hour later Truman 
ordered a Taft-Hartley injunction 
against the mimers. 

. @ At a press conference early in 
April, Lucas said. the Administration 
forces on Capitol Hill “never considered 
repealing Taft-Hartley at this session. 
There’s no ‘point. going ‘through the 
same debates.” (On Nov. 18, 1949, he 
had told a Young Democrats meeting 
in Chicago: “When Congress recon- 
venes we shall repeat our efforts to 
repeal the. Taft-Hartley Law. We shall 
ask or give no quarter... .”) 


CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENDER? During 
a 1942 debate on civil rights legislation 
he opposed cloture “on principle.” He 
has since reversed this’ stand—he 
claims—but his record as a majority 
whip shows him “ineptly playing into 
the hands of the GOP-Southern Demo- 
cratic confederacy” (Chicago Sun- 
Times). 

@ When the Illinois delegation to 
the NAACP civil rights crusade in 
Washington visited Lucas, he spent 20 
minutes explaining why immediate ac- 
tion was “impossible.” The delegation 
responded with a warm round of boos. 

@ On April 10 Lucas told the press 
that the Senate Democratic Policy 
Committee had agreed to further post- 
ponement of floor tests on the civil 
rights program, which he was reported 
“yowing to fight for’ the previous 
November. The Committee would “give 
priority to foreign economic and arms 
assistance,” Lucas said. This repeated 
the pattern of continual postponement 
set. under Lucas’ leadership in 1949. It 
was under irresistible goading from 
labor, minority and liberal groups that 


SCOTT W. LUCAS 
“I am not familiar .... 


” 






Scott W. Lucas 


Lucas irritably agreed on April 17 to 
bring up an FEPC bill “as quickly as 
possible.” 4 

@ In June, 1949, Lucas introduced a 
bill to speed prosecution of 3,000 for- 
eign-born trade unionists and progres+ 
sives, set up a “Devil’s Island” for 
foreign-born citizens -whose — native 
Jands wouldn’t accept them,.and pro- 
vide for holding them in prison with- 
out bail while the courts: decided their 
cases. Poles: now living in England be- 
cause of their -hatred for the present 
Polish government are, however, “a 
most desirable group of immigrants” 
to Lucas. On, April 5 he urged passage 
of a bill to admit 18,000 of them. , 

And last March it was Lucas who. 
personally intervened with the State 
Dept. to deny a visa to artist Pablo 
Picasso, who wanted to come here to 
discuss peace. 


LOYAL BUT. DUMB: “I’d rather have 
people around me who are dumb but 
loyal,” Lucas told Democratic precinct 
workers reassuringly. Lucas’ Own_ac- 
complishments do not stop at loyalty. 
“I'am not familiar with the issues,” he 
told the CIO Steelworkers when they 
appealed for his support of the strike 
last fall. “I have not had the oppor- ' 
tunity to study the bill,” he was still 
writing to thousands of protesting Chi- 
cagoans two months after the Mundt- 
Ferguson bill was reported out by 
committee. . 

The Chicago Tribune’s Col. Robert 
R. McCormick has applauded Lucas for 
his repeated calls for full U.S. recog- . 
nition of Franco and admission of 
Spain into the UN. Al Horan, Chicago , 
Democratic committeeman and owner 
of the insurance company that gets all 
the premiums for municipal, state and 
federal agencies in Chicago, calls Lucas 
“a big man. .°. . He was the unanimous 
choice of all Senate Democrats as their 
majority leader—including the Dixie- 
crats.” 


TIME FOR CHANGE: The: Iilinois- 
branch of Labor’s League for -Political 
Education (AFL) and ‘Railway Labor’s 
Political League have endorsed Lucas 
for a third term: ADA’s Independent 
Voters of Illinois is so committed to the 
Democratic Party that it has no other 
choice. But the Negro and. minority 
vote in Illinois, where Lucas’ real record 
on civil rights is widely known, is not 
so certain. 


Progressives are convinced that 1514 
years of Lucas in Congress (11% of 
them in the Senate) are much more 
than enough. The 8,000,000 Illinoisians 
should, they believe, be represented by 
someone who acts more and talks less 
for the people’s welfare. 








All around the country the housing 
crisis grows more acute, while Harry 8. 
Truman’s Fair Deal Administration gets 
Set for another sellout of a major pledge 
to preserve rent controls, Lack of dwell- 
ings and rising rents are adding new 
troubles for an over-troubled population. 
In the story below, the GUARDIAN’s Chi- 
€ago correspondent, Rod Holmgren, telis 
what tenants there are doing. In future 
issues the GUARDIAN will report on the 
housing and rent situation in other parts 
of the country. It weleomes information 
from its readers; 
PDELEGATES from nearly 100 tenants’ 

councils in all Chicago neighbor- 
hoods will meet in the ballroom of 
the Midland Hotel, 172 W. Adams St., 
Saturday, May 13, for a_ citywide 
emergency conference to save rent con- 
trols, due to end June 30. 

Last June Chicago landlords gave a 
preview of what will happen if the lid 
is lifted: they went to court to get a 
45% blanket boost. The grab was de- 
feated by the Chicago Tenants Action 
Council, sponsor of the present con- 
ference. Even under the present law, 
Chicago rent. director Norman Shogren 
has granted increases to 75% of land- 
lords applying. Average rent in the city 
has. gone up.-39% since 1940; national 
average is 29.4%. 

Some of the facts of Chicago’s hous- 


Chicago acts to save rent control 


ing crisis were described by CTAC 
chairman Victor Ludwig and secretary 
Earl Abel before the Senate Banking 
and Currency Committee in Washing- 
ton April 27. Their testimony was not 
reported by Chicago newspapers. 

They described one area of the city 
into which is crowded more than one- 
third of the population, where 20 to 
30 families live in houses built for four 
or five. A typical “converted” building 
was cited. Designed to accommodate 65 
families in 5- and 6-room apartments 
renting from $35 to $45 a month, it now 
holds 2,000 tenants without any re- 
modeling or structural changes. Rent- 
als are $10 to $16 a week for each room, 
an overall boost of 800%. Ludwig and 
Abel reported that “thousands of ten- 
ants are considering rent strikes even 
now, because rents as they stand are 
too high.” ' 

Since 1940 only 55,000 new dwellings 
have been built, although there is an 
urgent need for 300,000, they reported: 
They made a special point of the effect 
general rent increases will have on con- 
sumer industries: 

“It 1s well. known that installment 
buying is far more prevalent among. the 


lower income groups, and a serious in- 
crease in rents must inevitably result in 


inability to meet credit payments, People 
will sooner give up a car, furniture, or 
any other industria] item before they 
give up food. There are no savings in 
the budget of the moderate income fam- 
ily, and this rent money must come from 
somewhere, This cut must fall on in- 
dustry and this means increased unem- 
ployment and _ still further hardships 
upon the mass of the American people.” 

Illinois Gov. Adlai Stevenson also 
testified before the committee that a 
sudden end of federal controls on June 
30 would result in disorder, confusion, 
and “perhaps some violence.” But he 
said he wduld go along with a com- 
promise on the rent control issue. Sid- 
ney Ordower, Progressive Party candi- 
date for U. S. Senator, said: 

“Stevenson’s testimony reveals the 
bankruptcy of Democratic Party prom- 
ises.... Instead of waging a real fight 
for strengthening rent controls for a 
Period of at least two years, Stevenson 
agreed to all the ‘compromises’ which 
would end rent contro} in. six. months and 
wreak havoc on tenants.” 

The emergency conference will pro- 
pose extension of federal controls for 
two. years, .a-moratorium on -evictions 
while the housing crisis exists, rents to 
be: rolled back and: frozen: at: June 30; 
1947, levels, and a special session of the 
State Legislature to devise a local rent 
control law for Chicago. 








. 


IF YOUR NAME AND AD- 
DRESS IS PRINTED IN RED 

ON THE MAILING TAG BE- 
LOW, YOU OWE US $1 
FOR YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
PROMPT PAYMENT WILL c 
HELP US AVOID A SECOND 
COSTLY BILLING. 





